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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saunders (United States Patent 4,933,921) in view of Bellmer. 

Regarding claim 1 , Saunders discloses a signal reproduction apparatus. In 
addition Saunders discloses receiving input signals from cassette player or digital audio 
disc which reads on claimed "portable personal audio device which is normally listened 
to with headphones"; transmitter assembly (9) selector assembly (14), which reads on 
claimed "first compartment" adapted to contain the personal audio device; detachable 
speaker assemblies (22), which read on claimed "second compartment adapted to 
contain speaker means" the speaker assemblies being detachably connected to the 
selector assembly to permit the detachable speaker assemblies to be disposed 
remotely from the transmitter assembly selector assembly; electrical connectors which 
reads on claimed "wire means" for transmitting electrical signal from personal audio 
device to the speaker assemblies, as disclosed at column 3, line 36 through column 4, 
line 60 and exhibited in figures 1 and 2, however, Saunders fails to discloses a wire 
take-up means, disposed in either the first or second compartments, upon which the 
wire may be wrapped. However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the 
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art to provide a wire take-up means, disposed in either the first or second 
compartments, upon which the wire may be wrapped, as taught by Bellmer. 

In a similar field of endeavor Bellmer discloses a telephone base with self- 
winding cord reel. In addition, Bellmer discloses a selfwinding reeling for a receiver 
cord, which reads on claimed wire take-up means upon which the wire may be 
wrapped, as disclosed at column 1, line 1 through column 2, line 47 and exhibited in 
figure 1. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Saunder by specifically providing a wire take-up 
means, disposed in either the first or second compartments, upon which the wire may 
be wrapped, as taught by Bellmer, for the purpose of organizing the electrical 
connectors and preventing the cord from becoming crinkled/coiled up in an 
objectionable manner. 

Regarding claim 10, Saunders and Ballmer disclose everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 9), in addition Saunders fails to disclose the detail design of 
the spool, such as means for rotatably supporting the spool. However, most of the wire 
take-up spools are rotatably supported. This is taught by Bellmer, such as the spool 20 
shown in Bellmer. Hence, if it is found that Saunders does not have a rotatable wire 
take-up spool, then it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Saunders with a rotatable spool with/without the teaching of Bellmer, because 
this is a conventional feature in order to automatically rewinding the wire back to the 
spool (col. 2, lines 45-47 in Bellmer). 
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Regarding claims 11-12, the combination of Saunders and Bellmer shows: The 
spool and a hollow portion (see 27 in Bellmer); A third compartment for a second 
speaker (22 in Saunders); The wire means includes electrical connectors (42, 43 in 
Bellmer), the wires include first and second twisted portions (see twisted 42-43 in 
Bellmer's fig. 3) and second portions being wrapped on the spool (see retracted wires in 
Bellmer's fig. 2). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jefferey F. Harold whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7519. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing F. Chan can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. . 
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